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Parents as Partners

Grade 6 -- 8

The mission of the Castro Valley Unified School District (CVUSD) a public preschool through adult organization, is to provide all students programs of excellence that instill a passion for life-long learning while preparing them for the challenges of tomorrow. The CVUSD will enhance students' self-esteem, help them discover and maximize their individual potential, and guide each to dignify, appreciate, respect and accept human diversity.
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DEPARTMENT OF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION
“They are not our youngest students. They are not our oldest students. They are those students who are in the center – our middle grades students. In any performance all eyes are fixed on center stage. When the players take center stage, they enter the spotlight – the focal point where the foremost action takes place. At center stage in the continuum of grade spans are the middle grades, a pivotal period between elementary school and high school. This linkage takes on an even greater significance with the High School Exit Examination looming in the future of every middle grades student.” (Taking Center Stage, CDE, 2001)
Education continues to dramatically change in California. With each change comes confusion and concern on the part of many parents and other individuals. Standards based curriculum, multiple measures assessment, new reporting systems, and the California High School Exit Exam are only a few of the topics that contribute to the confusion. This booklet has been prepared in an attempt to clear up some of these issues.

Partners in Getting Students Academically Fit for the Future

"Every school will promote partnerships that will increase parental involvement and participation in promoting the social, emotional, and academic growth of children."

 (Goal 8 - National Education Goals)
Please go through the information presented. Look for questions you might have and the answers that follow. If you have further questions, contact your child’s teacher, counselor, assistant principal, or principal. They can help you fill in gaps and answer questions. Additional information may also be found on the CVUSD web site at http://www.cv.k12.ca.us.

Middle School Students Take Center Stage

Learning explodes in early adolescence. Excluding the period between birth and three, our students change more between the ages of 10 and 14 than during any other comparable period in their life span. Whether smooth or halting, the pace of young adolescents’ intellectual, emotional, and physical development means that students who enter the middle grades will be very different individuals when they leave. 

Education is always in the spotlight because of its unquestionable value to a literate and responsible citizenry. A student-centered philosophy occupies the stage in the middle grades.  It provides a rich setting and context for initiatives that lead to higher levels of student achievement for all students. Within the middle grades a number of key constructs share the spotlight:

Achieving academic fitness takes center stage. Academic fitness continues to be the single most important thing your child can do to prepare for a successful future. Statistics show that the more academically fit your child is, the more options he or she will have. Whether your child grows up to be a surgeon, computer technician, teacher, or an airplane mechanic, learning never stops. Your child will be expected to apply a high level of skill and knowledge on the job. And there will always be a more demanding computer application, a new invention or a more complex project awaiting your child in tomorrow’s workplace and civic life. That’s why you need to get your child in top academic shape today.

Standards-based education takes center stage. Academic standards define the skills that your child should have, and the things he or she should know in each subject area, at each grade level. Making sure that your child’s school has challenging academic standards is one of the best ways to get your child in academic shape for the future. 

Assessment takes center stage. Meaningful student assessments are central to effective instruction. A variety of assessment tools are used: statewide and local, formal and informal.  Standards aligned assessments are essential in determining whether students have achieved standards.

Accountability takes center stage. Teachers, administrators, students, and parents are all essential stakeholders and partners responsible for student success.

What skills and knowledge will my child be expected to master this year? The Castro Valley Unified School district has adopted challenging standards and benchmarks at each grade level that define the skills your child should have, and the things he or she should know in mathematics, language arts, reading, social science, science, physical education, and visual and performing arts.

Standards are overarching goals to be accomplished in each area of the curriculum at each grade level.

Skills and Knowledge delineate specific learning skills students are to accomplish at each grade level.

Benchmarks define the skills your child should have, and the things he or she should know in mathematics, language arts, reading, social science, science, physical education, and visual and performing arts.

Content standards were designed to encourage the highest achievement of every student, by defining the knowledge, concepts, and skills that students should acquire at each grade level. They serve as blueprints for what is taught at each grade level and are the foundation for all state and district adopted instructional materials. Elementary report cards are standards based and report student mastery of grade level standards. You can learn more about specific grade level standards and/or elementary standards based report cards by visiting the Castro Valley Unified School District Website (http://www.cv.k12.ca.us) or by visiting one of these California Department of Education websites:
Parent Handbook for English-Language Arts               http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/pf/pf/documents/parentela.doc
Parent Handbook for History-Social Science http://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ca/hs/documents/hssparentbook.doc
Parent Handbook for Mathematics                    http://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ca/ma/documents/mathbook.doc
Parent Handbook for Science                         http://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ca/sc/documents/sciencebook.doc
The goal is to institute rigorous and consistent standards while maintaining a dynamic, student-centered culture. 
Effective Parental Partnership Strategies: 

· Make sure your child attends school regularly, show an interest in what is being learned at school, and communicate that education is important. Believing in the value of hard work, the need for personal responsibility, and the importance of education—all contribute to greater success in school. 

· Encourage your child to read. The more students read both in school and outside, the more they will improve their reading abilities. 

· Communication with your child's teacher is the most basic and probably most important way to make a difference in his or her success in school. 

· Monitor how your child spends his or her time outside of school. Limit video games and television viewing, and encourage reading, hobbies, scouts, and other worthwhile activities that provide learning opportunities. 

· Be a role model for your child. Children imitate what they see their parents doing.

The Castro Valley Unified School District has a variety of programs that assist students in their quest for academic fitness:

The English Language Development (ELD) Program is designed to teach English learners to understand, speak, read and write English and acquire the linguistic competencies that native English speakers already possess when they enter school and continue developing throughout life.  

The Castro Valley Unified School District strives to support all limited-English-proficient students becoming proficient in English and reaching high academic standards, at a minimum attaining proficiency or better in reading/language arts and mathematics. The district currently provides the following basic instructional services to students identified as English Learners:

Structured English Immersion (SEI): K-12 EL students, who have been assessed on the California English Language Development Test (CELDT) and found to be “at less than reasonable levels of fluency in English” (CELDT levels 1-3), receive daily designated instruction in ELD and access to core content subjects through SDAIE (Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English) instruction. ELD instruction focuses on listening, speaking, reading and writing in English, is targeted to the students’ levels of proficiency in English, and is based on the ELD standards. Core content instruction is based on state grade level standards, and teachers utilize appropriate strategies to ensure comprehensibility of instruction.
English Language Mainstream (ELM):  K-12 students who have been assessed on the CELDT and have been found to be at “reasonable levels of fluency in English” (CELDT levels 4-5) receive daily instruction in ELD targeted to their language proficiency needs, and grade-level instruction in the core content areas with ongoing attention paid to the language demands of the instruction. SDAIE strategies continue to be used in the ELM program. Teachers who work with EL students possess appropriate state authorizations.

The Castro Valley Unified School District has set annual goals for EL students in the area of ELD, reading/language arts and math. ELD growth is measured by the state assessment, CELDT; reading/language arts and math are measured by the California Standards Test.

Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) Program: The district is committed to the belief that all students should be given the opportunity to develop to their greatest potential. By challenging all students while providing special assistance to the needs of the gifted and talented, we strive for individual excellence and achievement. 
Goals of the CVUSD’s GATE Program are:

· To differentiate curriculum and instruction by matching student needs with program options.
· To develop self generated critical and higher level thinking abilities in both cognitive and affective areas as appropriate to the student.
· To develop alternative learning environments which stimulate inquiry and which allow for the growth of students’ strengths and interests.
· To provide an integrated, thinking curriculum by approaching concepts, subjects, theme and problems as they are related to each other and as they occur in the real world; expanding each pupil’s awareness of choices for satisfying contributions in his or her environment.
· To help gifted and talented pupils develop realistic, healthy self-concepts.
· To identify and support underachieving GATE students.
· Ensure that pupils from economically disadvantaged and varying cultural backgrounds are provided full access to participation in GATE.

In addition to English Learner and Gifted and Talented Education Plans, you can access the district Library/Media Plan, Technology Plan and Title I Plan by going to the district website at www.cv.k12.ca.us
Local Measures and Minimum Standards
In recent years a number of local assessment systems have been developed and implemented for students in the Castro Valley Unified School District. System wide accountability holds everyone accountable for expected standards-based outcomes of student learning. These assessments focus on the areas of language arts and mathematics.

Language Arts: Each year, middle school students are given a district-wide writing test. This test is one component of the multiple measures used in our district to determine if students are meeting standards. The genre is different for each grade level and aligned with the California State Standards and the writing portion of the California High School Exit Exam.

Students will prepare for this writing test in their Language Arts classroom. Middle school teachers will score the assessments following a four point rubric. Students must receive a 3 or better in order to pass. If students do not pass the assessment the first time, they will be given another chance to pass.  

Mathematics: Following the district's adoption of Mathematics Standards in 1998, district staff developed a series of Mathematics Standards tests for grades K-8, which are directly aligned with the state content standards. These assessments replaced earlier tests and are administered to all students. Classroom practice may be modified to reflect the instructional needs that are identified through assessment.   

The district is currently using multiple state and local measurements assessments to determine if students are attaining grade-level standards. Multiple measures provide multiple means of evaluating student achievement. The Minimum Standards Chart lists by grade level and by subject the minimum expectancies for meeting standards in language arts and mathematics.

The chart shows that for eighth grade students to meet grade level standards in language arts they should be at the proficient or advanced level on the California Standards Test (CST), have at least a C- as a final Language Arts grade, and score at least a 3 on the district writing sample.

The chart shows that for eighth grade students to meet grade level standards in mathematics they should be at the proficient or advanced level on the at the California Standards Test, have at least a C- as a final math grade, and score 70% or higher on the district mathematics standards assessment test.

2008-2009 Minimum Standards in Language Arts and Math

	Language Arts
	
	Math

	Grade Level
	California Standards Test
	Final Language Arts Grade
	Writing Sample
	Comments
	California Standards Test
	Final Math Grade
	District Math Standards Assessment

	6
	Proficient or Advanced
	C-
	3
	Students in Grades 6, 7, 8 must meet all 3 measures in Language Arts and Math
	Proficient or Advanced
	C-
	70%

	7
	Proficient or Advanced
	C-
	3
	
	Proficient or Advanced
	C-
	70%

	8
	Proficient or Advanced
	C-
	3
	
	Proficient or Advanced
	C-
	70%


 
Parents will be notified in writing by September 30 if students have not met standards for the prior year and that “within the school day” interventions have been instituted. If progress is insufficient, the student will be referred to an intervention team.  

All schools will offer interventions which may include, but are not limited to: purposeful regrouping for specific skills; differentiated instruction; literacy specialist support; expanded instructional time in language arts and/or mathematics; and intensive instruction for English Language Learners. Outside the school day interventions may be available for a student who is retained or at-risk of being retained. These additional programs may be offered before school, after school, during intercessions, on Saturday, during summer school, or any combination of the above. 

How will my child be evaluated?  Standards-based education represents a major commitment to academic excellence. It is very important for students and parents to understand how the process works. There are several very important points to remember as you review your son or daughter’s student performance report:
· Students must meet standards set by the district and state.

· The student reporting system for assessing classroom achievement has been studied to 
align instruction and grading with standards. 

· Read carefully the Parents Guide to Performance Levels/Grading. 

District policy and California law may require grade retention for students who fail to meet standards. Please closely follow your child’s progress and consult frequently with his or her teachers.  

Middle School

4400 Alma Avenue
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Middle School

First Semester Grade Report
08/25/2004 to 01/20/2005
	Per
	Subject
	Teacher
	Qtr

1
	Qtr

2
	Sem

1
	TOT

ABS
	TOT

TDY
	Citz
	Credits
	Current

Comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	01
	PE Fall
	Baker
	C+
	A-
	B
	
	1
	S
	5.00
	

	02
	Leadership
	Martinez
	A-
	A-
	A-
	
	
	O
	5.00
	A  C

	03
	Soc Sts 
	Gilbert
	C+
	C
	C
	
	3
	S
	5.00
	I

	04
	Math
	Lin
	B
	C+
	B-
	1
	
	O
	5.00
	

	05
	LA
	Handy
	B
	A
	A-
	2
	
	S
	5.00
	A  C

	06
	Science
	Smith
	B
	B-
	B
	2
	
	S
	5.00
	


	Total GPA
	Current

GPA

3.167


	A

B

C

D

F
	Marks

Adv Performance

Proficient Perf

Meets Basic Crs

Requirements

Below Basic Perf

Far Below Basic

Performance
	P

I

NM
	Passing

Incomplete

No Mark
	O

S

N

U
	Citizenship

Outstanding

Satisfactory

Needs Improvement

Unsatisfactory
	A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

R

S

T

 
	Comments
Positive Attitude

Showing Improvement

Making a Consistent Effort

Modified/Accomod Grade Given

Exceptional Student

Recommend CMS Math Tutoring

Disrupts Silent Reading

Excessive Absence/Tardy

Class/Homework Missing

Excessive Talking

Inappropriate Behavior

Low Homework/Test Grades

Poor Daily Participation

Works Below Ability

Materials Missing/Suit Cuts

Making Progress towards IEP goal

Not Yet Meeting Gr Standards

Meets Grade Level Standards

Strongly Meets Gr Standard

Exceeds Grade Level Standards



	There are several very important points to remember as you review your son’s or daughter’s student performance report:

** Student must meet standards set by the district and state.

** The complete list of standards is available in the school office.

** District policies and California law may require grade retention for students who fail to meet grade level standards.

** Please closely follow your child’s progress and consult frequently with his or her teacher.
	
	


Understanding Grading:  

A – Advanced: Uses major skills or processes with ease and confidence in completing required academic performance tasks. Demonstrates a thorough understanding of important information and is able to use this knowledge to communicate complicated ideas and concepts skillfully.

B – Proficient Performance: Uses major skills or processes without significant error in completing required academic performance tasks, but has some difficulty doing so at times. Demonstrates a good understanding of important information and is generally able to use this knowledge to communicate difficult ideas effectively.

C – Meets Basic Course Requirements:  Makes a number of errors when using major skills and processes required to complete academic performance tasks, but usually accomplishes their basic purposes. Demonstrates only partial understanding of important information which limits ability to use required knowledge to communicate important ideas.

D – Below Basic Performance: Makes many errors when using the processes and skills needed to complete academic performance tasks and seldom finishes work. Demonstrates an incomplete understanding of important information making it difficult to use required knowledge to communicate important ideas correctly.  

F – Far Below Basic Performance: Makes many errors when using the processes and skills. These errors interfere with the student’s ability to perform academic tasks. Seldom finishes work and/or demonstrates a limited understanding of important information, making it impossible to use required knowledge to communicate important ideas correctly.   

P – Passing: Used for those courses that are pass/no pass.

I – Incomplete: Reflects the incomplete completion of course requirements. 

NM – No Mark:  No grade given at this time.

In addition to the marks that reflect a student’s acquisition of course standards, students receive grades as a reflection of his or her work habits:


O – Outstanding 

S – Satisfactory

N – Needs Improvement

U – Unsatisfactory 
How will I know if my child is meeting the standards?  

The importance of good on-going teacher/parent communication cannot be underestimated. In the fall, parents will be notified in writing if students have not met standards for the prior year and that interventions have been instituted. At the regularly scheduled fall conference, teachers will report student’s progress to parents.  If progress is insufficient, the student will be referred to an intervention team. Progress reports will be issued four weeks prior to the report card to alert you if your child is at risk of not meeting standards.  

State Standardized Testing and Assessment 
What is the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program?

The Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program is an important part of the state assessment system. Administered annually in the spring in grades three through eleven, the STAR Program was first authorized in 1997 and reauthorized until 2011 by state law (Education Code Section 60640). Tests in the STAR Program measure how well students in California public schools are learning the knowledge and skills identified in the California Content Standards. The STAR Program for 2008-2009 includes five test components:

· The California Standards Tests (CSTs) measure the achievement of state content standards in English-language arts, mathematics, science, and history-social science.

· The California Modified Assessment (CMA) is an alternate assessment of the California content standards based on modified achievement standards for children with disabilities who have and Individualized Education Program (IEP).

· The California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) was developed as an alternate assessment for students who have significant cognitive disabilities and cannot take the CSTs even with accommodations or modifications.

· The Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) have been developed for Spanish-speaking English learners and measure the achievement of state content standards in reading-language arts and mathematics in Spanish.
· The Aprenda, La prueba de logros en español, Tercera edición (Aprenda 3) is a nationally norm-referenced achievement test of general academic knowledge in Spanish for Spanish-speaking English learners.
Who takes the tests in the STAR Program?

All students in grades two through eleven participate in the STAR Program, including students with disabilities and students who are English learners.

In addition to the tests administered in English, all Spanish-speaking English learners, who have been enrolled in a school in the United States for less than 12 months or who receive instruction in Spanish (regardless of how long they have been in school in the United States), must take the designated primary language test (DPLT) (Education Code Section 60640).
Only students whose parents or guardians have submitted written requests to exempt them from STAR Program testing do not take any tests (Education Code Section 60615).

How is STAR information used?

Results from the English Language Arts and Mathematics Tests (CSTs) are used in determining if students are meeting district standards. 

How can schools and parents help prepare students for the tests in the STAR Program?

The best way to prepare students for the tests in the STAR Program is through regular school attendance, good classroom instruction and tests that are aligned to the California content standards. Teachers and parents work as partners to make sure students are actively involved in learning grade level standards.
 Frequently Asked Questions

How can I help my child? There are a number of practical things you can do to help ensure your child’s success in school:

· Keep abreast of school news and activities.

· Attend school functions (Back-to-School Night, Parent-Teacher Program Evenings, Parent-Teacher Conferences, Student recognition assemblies, Open House, etc.)

· Keep in touch frequently with teachers and counselors.

· Let your child know clearly that you support the school’s rules and academic expectations.

· Ensure daily school attendance – with no tardies.

· Expect nightly homework and regularly monitor the completion of homework assignments.

· Insist on your child’s attendance in and arrange for appropriate transportation for supplemental learning assistance programs (if your child is at risk of not meeting grade level and/or course requirements).

As you talk with your children’s teachers about results of the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program, one question you may have is, “How can I help them do better?”  

Parents or guardians play an important role in their students’ education.  Positive attitudes of families about completing school assignments, learning new skills, and “doing your best” can affect how well students achieve. The results of research about learning show that a great deal can be done at home to increase a student’s academic performance.

There are many things you can do to support your student’s education. The idea is to encourage students to expand their knowledge and practice what they are learning at school. Some activities for helping your students in reading, writing, spelling, mathematics and other academic areas follow.
In Reading and Writing

· Talk with your children about their studies, homework, and what they did at school.

· Listen to your children read and read stories aloud to them.

· Have a family time when you read the newspaper, a magazine, or a book, and your children read their own books.

· Talk about what you and your children are reading and words they do not understand.

· Encourage your children to write such things as shopping lists, thank-you notes, requests, short stories, recipes, and journals.

· Set a limit on the amount of time your children watch television. Watch and discuss television programs with them whenever possible.

· Take your children to the library regularly and help them select their books.

In Mathematics

· Attend parent education classes about mathematics to prepare for questions that your children might ask at home.

· Check with your children every day to make sure homework assignments are completed.

· Ask questions about mathematics and solve problems as you play games, watch television, or prepare a favorite recipe.

· Show children how you use mathematics in what you do every day (e.g., cooking, crafts, automobile repair, speedometer reading, shopping).

· Help your children read charts or graphs in newspapers, magazines, or television, and talk about what they mean.

In Other Academic Areas

Other academic areas such as science and history challenge students to combine reading and mathematics skills with their knowledge of each subject.  As students read about a given subject, they can learn the vocabulary and knowledge to complete assignments and answer questions on tests.

Parents should share their interests in any of these academic areas because children become interested in what is discussed at home.  Family trips might include visits to museums and historic sites.  Television viewing might include one night a week when the family chooses to learn about a topic of the student’s choice.  Newspapers, magazine articles, or television programs about a new scientific discovery or an important historical event should be shared and discussed.

Other factors that can stand in the way of students doing well in school include homelessness, truancy, physical, emotional, or mental disabilities, or foster placement. Support for students dealing with any of these problems is available through Pupil Services and/or Special Services.

You Can Help Your Children Do Better on Tests

· Attend parent information meetings.  Ask questions about the major tests given to students and other ways academic achievement is measured.

· Visit your school to see what and how students are learning.

· Know when the major tests will be given and what grade levels and subject areas will be covered.

· Share test-like material that comes to the home, such as opinion surveys or sample voting ballots.

· Discuss with your children the importance of doing their best on assignments and tests.

· Make sure your children get a good night’s rest and breakfast before a big test.

· Discuss coming tests with your children and try to reduce pre-test anxieties.

· Do not plan activities that will take your children away from school on testing days.

· Attend parent-teacher conferences to find out how well your children are achieving and what they need to do to improve.

To Know More

As a parent, you may find the amount of information found in this Parents as Partners Guide overwhelming. Keep in mind, by inquiring further about any of this information you are helping your child get into academic shape for the future. You are encouraged to check the Castro Valley Unified School District (www.cv.k12.ca.us) or the California Department of Education website (http://www.cde.ca.gov) for links to useful information and/or contact the school for additional information about your child’s learning. 


Students know…

“When you expect more,

we learn more.”
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